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Background: In patients with NSTEMI, the importance of early versus delayed coronary angiography remains uncertain. Prior research has shown that cardiac biomarkers peak level is a simple and effective way of indirectly measuring clinical outcomes and is correlated with extent of infarct size and degree of ventricular dysfunction. We assessed the hypothesis that there is no significant difference between early versus delayed invasive intervention in patients presenting with NSTEMI in terms of peak cardio-marker levels and length of hospitalization. 
Methods: A retrospective case analysis of patients presenting with NSTEMI at a University hospital were divided into five groups based on the time period between admission to cath lab. The primary variables analyzed were infarct size as measured by peak biomarker level along with ventricular dysfunction and mortality. Secondary variables analyzed were length of hospital stay. Statistical analysis was done using Pearson Correlation Coefficient (PCC) between these variables. 
Results: A total of 1590 patients were analyzed. We observed that coronary angiography was performed in 91% of patients (n=1444). Pearson Correlation Coefficient (PCC) was noted to be mildly negative in terms of correlation with biomarker elevation and timing of coronary angiogram (-0.083 with Trop I and -0.127 with CK-MB). PCC was mildly positive in terms of length of hospitalization (0.11). 
Conclusion: We conclude that early intervention and delayed intervention did not differ greatly in terms of peak biomarker elevation and length of hospitalization. Also there was no significant difference in all-cause mortality and systolic dysfunction. 

